Trust Newsletter
I hope all our Trust families have had a restful and
blessed Easter break. This is our first newsletter as
Archbishop Temple, we will be launching new Trust
Twitter and Facebook pages in the next few weeks.
Once again, our schools approached the spring term
with vigour, enthusiasm and 110% commitment. It is
a privilege, as CEO, to see the high-quality curriculum
opportunities and learning experiences at each
school. Also, how each of our schools’ tailors their
curriculum to meet the needs of their school
communities. I have seen some truly wonderful
learning and extend my heart-felt thanks to all the
staff for their dedication to the children in our Trust.
The most important people however, are our
children and I would like to say a huge ‘THANK YOU!’
to each and every one of them for their amazing
attitude during the spring term. I have no doubt that
the summer term will be as equally packed with fun,
exciting and fantastic learning opportunities.
Canon Jill Pilling

April 2022
Trust Children’s Chaplains
Each of our Trust schools has 4
Children’s Chaplains. The children
came together for a full day
training session in September and
a follow up session in December. I am extremely
proud of the way these children have carried out
such an important role in their individual schools
and as a Trust team. Find out more about the
role of our Children’s Chaplains at on our Ethos
website.
https://www.ethosatarchbishoptemple.org

Chief Executive Officer

St Maxentius Church of England Primary
It is the end of my first term as the Headteacher of St Maxentius CE Primary school and what a great
pleasure it has been! I feel privileged to work with such an amazing team of children, staff, parents and
governors and lucky to be part of such a supportive Trust. People say that time flies when you’re having
fun and we have certainly had lots of fun!
Over the Spring term the children have been involved in lots of exciting learning experiences and
opportunities, some of which I share with you now:
Our worship and reflections this term have been based
upon the value of ‘love’. The ethos team and children’s
chaplains have led worship a number of times and
reminded us of God’s love for us all. They used many
of the parables in the Bible to illustrate this. The Ethos
leaders painted pebbles with messages of love and left
them in and around the local community to share
God’s love with others. The team also left cards and
With very best wishes chocolates for the school staff to again remind them
just
how
much God
loves us all!
Canon Jill Pilling
Chief
Executive
Officer
Year 4 went on a local visit to Bradshaw Brook where they explored
the source, route and mouth of rivers. They really enjoyed being
out and about in the local community making the most of the
beauty on our doorstep!

We have had the Bike-ability team spend a week with our Reception children teaching them the
necessary balance and co-ordination skills to ride a bike. We are proud to say that as a result of
this a number of children can now ride a bike independently. We look forward to seeing them
using this life skill in and around the local community. Reception also had 2 special owl visitors
and were lucky to have the rare opportunity of holding one.
We have thoroughly enjoyed welcoming parents back into school for a number of events such
as assemblies, performances and parents evening. Face to face parents evening was a huge
success and teachers and parents appreciated the time together to discuss the children’s
progress and visibly see this in the children’s workbooks. Our Head boy and girl along with
their deputies welcomed parents and showed them around the school art gallery where they
were able to purchase their child’s masterpiece before heading over to meet their class
teacher. This also helped to raise money for school funds.
We have been fortunate to be working with Rise Dance and the children have been given the
opportunity to rehearse and perform a dance based upon a theme they have been learning.
Year 1 focused on friendship and togetherness, Year 2 Brazil, Year 3 Romans, Year 4 the Stone
Age, Year 5 Rainforests and Year 6 World War II. The children relished the opportunity to
perform in front of friends and family demonstrating such commitment and effort, well done!
We were blessed to work alongside the Shades team
celebrating and understanding more about diversity. We
listened to and joined in a song which resonates with our
school values of Love for the half term:
‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself. There is no other
commandment greater than these’ Mark 12:31 The
workshops focussed upon identity, respect and love for
everyone.

Our Reception children led a Mothering Sunday assembly
and welcomed families in for a stay and play session too.
The children showed paintings of their mothers, read
poems and sang a beautiful song. During the play session
families took part in outdoor play, biscuit decorating and
other craft activities. The pinnacle of the morning was a
brew and biscuits with our loved ones

The children and families have been doing their best to
try and walk to school or park and stride to school.
Influenced by a visit from ‘Strider’ the walk to school
mascot, families are showing their support for the
environment, well-being and health by walking more. All
the children, and the staff, loved meeting strider
The school choir took part in the Canon Slade School
Fair. The children sang a medley of songs again based
upon the theme of God’s love, and entertained
shoppers as they perused the stalls. Many of the
shoppers stopped to watch in awe of the children who
did a super job in representing the school. Visitors made
positive comments about their performance and
attitudes. Great work Choir!

We had an amazing World Book Day and the week prior, full of exciting reading-based activities!
Staff joined in the fun by taking part in ‘The Masked Reader’ competition. The children watched a
video of different teachers disguised whilst reading a favourite story and then had to guess who it
was. Lots of laughs were had and many prizes won! Staff and children alike, dressed up as a plethora
of book characters and the whole St Maxentius team looked amazing! Children all made their own
books and wrote stories. The week came to its grand finale as we invited parents into school to
share their favourite stories with the children, a brilliant time was had by all!
Year 6 were fortunate to travel to Bolton Parish Church to take part in the Easter Experience and
what an experience it was! The children moved around into different workshops which represented
each of the stages in the Easter Story from Psalm Sunday to the Resurrection. The children were
involved in role play, pebble decorating, making and fabric design. The true meaning of Easter was
shared and explored.

And finally, we held our first family Easter
Bingo evening which was full of fun and
prizes! The hall was full to the brim with
friends and families all hoping to win
chocolate eggs. It was a lovely atmosphere
and heart-warming to see so many families
enjoying their time spent together.
As we look forward to the summer term, we
are hopeful that with God’s love we can
achieve anything and we continue to strive to
do this, believing and achieving together.

"And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his
shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his
friends and neighbours together and says
"Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep"
Luke 15: 5-6

St James Church of England Primary
What a pleasure it has been to lead St James through another busy term! I am very lucky to serve
a community of hard-working staff, supportive parents and most importantly enthusiastic
children who have a real enjoyment for learning. During the Autumn Term, we launched our
Christian vision for our school through the Bible quote:
"With God there is no limit to what you can do. There is no obstacle you can't overcome.
Through Him all things are possible."
Matthew 19:26
It has been wonderful to see this in action during the Spring Term where our pupils are taking on
challenges and showing determination to progress with their learning. One of our Year 6 pupils
noticed the moral of a story (they were studying in English) was about persevering even when
things are tough. He said “It’s like our school quote, isn’t it? Through Him all things are possible!”
It is pleasing to see the children engaging with this ethos and understanding that they can achieve
anything when they show faith in themselves and through God.

What have we been up to at St James?
What a joy it has been to take part in
local sporting events and competitions
again. This term we welcomed local
Farnworth schools to St James for a
Year 3 and 4 Cross Country
competition. We were thrilled when
our team came first! Our school has
also been represented at multiskills
and netball competitions in our cluster.

World Book Day in March was certainly a
highlight of a term! We focused the day
around the theme of pirates and took part
in lots of reading activities based around
this. Of course, the children were able to
come to school dressed as pirates! Thank
goodness they didn’t make any of the staff
walk the plank! We also created a special
'message in a bottle' story as a school,
where each class added their own
paragraph. In the afternoon, we were
visited by a theatre company and the
children enjoyed an entertaining show. We
held a special homework competition,
where children had to make pirate ships
and treasure maps – there were some
spectacular entries!

The Reception classes enjoyed a visit to
Bolton Museum during February. The staff
team were incredibly brave to take 40
children to Bolton on the bus, but they did
it! We also had some feedback from the
public on the bus saying what very wellbehaved children they were. The children
thoroughly
enjoyed
sharing
their
knowledge of dinosaurs with the museum
staff.

Our Year 5 class took part in an interactive session at Smithill’s Hall to celebrate Shakespeare Week
during March. They got the opportunity to dress up as Tudors and enjoy a feast in the hall, games,
dancing and watching some Shakespeare performances. They had a ball!

The term came to a close with our Easter
activities, including our Year 4 Easter Service,
Easter Bingo and Experience Easter.
A huge well done to our Ethos Team who
planned and delivered Experience Easter this
year.
Experience Easter is a fun and interactive way
for children to learn the Easter story and the
messages behind it. There are a number of
stations that the children visit, each with an
activity to complete. Our Ethos Team members
lead each station and teach small groups of
pupils the important messages behind each
area. Our Ethos Team were incredibly sensible,
confident, and knowledgeable when they
delivered each session.
This year we were so excited to be able to take
Class 7 and Class 10 to Bolton Parish Church to
take part in Experience Easter there. What a
fantastic experience to be able to explore this
important Christian festival within such a
beautiful place of worship!

"Jesus said: Love God, Love yourself, Love
your neighbour"
Bishop Bridgeman Church of England Primary
Luke 10:27
In this academic year thus far, it has been lovely to once again offer our pupils the full curriculum offer
we all missed after the covid restrictions of the past two years. This newsletter looks back to the spring
term only but you will see how our pupils access an exciting school curriculum which is enriched with a
range of extra-curricular activities.
A curriculum highlight from the spring term includes the day we had a life like gorilla visit the school. The
whole school came ‘face to face’ with Thomas the Gorilla and became immersed in a story following
Thomas’s life. The pupils took part in various workshops where they explored vocabulary linked to the
rainforest and explored concepts such as ‘sustainability’. The pupils were given the opportunity to take
part in drama, role play, and writing before creating green screen videos raising awareness of the impact
the human foot print is having on the world. This was a special day at Bishop Bridgeman as the awe and
wonder the children experienced working with Thomas the Gorilla was absolutely priceless and a
pleasure to observe the quality of interactions which then followed.

Other highlights from the term included our Year 3
pupils enjoying learning about the Vikings in their
History lessons. We like to provide children with
memorable moments linked to an area of study in a
subject which the children can become engaged with on
a deeper level with the intention of supporting their
term memory. Staff in Year 3 devoted a whole day for
the children to become immersed into a Viking way of
life through dress and activities. The school invited a
“real life” Viking for the day which the children
thoroughly enjoyed.

A similar activity was experienced by our Year 5
cohort, but this time for their topic of Ancient Greece.
Again, the pupils dressed as people from Greek times
and explored artefacts as well as taking part in role
play, bringing some of their learning to life. These
experiences are timetabled in the hope that it will
result in pupils being able to recall their learning for
key parts of the curriculum, and consolidated key
knowledge, skills and vocabulary into their long-term
memory.
Pupils and staff at Bishop Bridgeman always
like to mark national events such as World
Book Day celebrations and this year was no
different. World Book Day was enjoyed by all
where the staff and pupils dressed up as a
word to raise the profile of vocabulary across
school. We had many wonderful and creative
ideas for vocabulary the children had learnt
through the curriculum or otherwise and there
were some fantastic costumes which
expressed their chosen word perfectly. Some
of these included ‘enchanted’, ‘mythic’,
‘arcane’ and ‘perspicacity’!

At the end of the spring term, as we approached
Easter, all pupils across school took part in a range of
Easter activities. The first of these experiences was led
by our Ethos group who led pupils to take part in an
interactive session supporting their understanding of
Easter through picture and rhyme. Their responses
were collated in a huge floor display which each class
added to over two days. Our Year 3 and 4 pupils went
to Bolton Parish Church to take part in the ‘Experience
Easter’ activities linked to Holy Week. A similar
experience was also offered to all classes back in
school. Allowing the pupils to experience events in a
multi-sensory manner really consolidated the
children’s understanding of this important festival in
the Christian Calendar.

Pupil well-being was supported last term
through a range of events held during
Children’s Mental Health Week, as well as
more recently when we had children taking
part in yoga sessions across school. It was
lovely to witness children partaking in an
activity they would not normally experience
during their school day. I am sure you will
agree the photos suggest a great time was had
by all!

The last staff Inset day in February was devoted to
staff well-being. A range of workshops were on offer
and staff signed up for activities of their choice. These
included cooking, yoga, brush stroke, bookmaking as
well as making outdoor fires and toasting smores. This
was a really effective way to give something back to
the staff for their hard work and commitment this year
and throughout the pandemic.
We look forward to more experiences in the summer term which will incorporate celebrations for the
50-year anniversary of Bishop Bridgeman, the Queen’s Jubilee, Ethos Conference and the number of
educational visits which are planned for the remaining parts of the academic year.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our staff, pupils and families who whole heartedly get
involved in all aspects of school life and help to make Bishop Bridgeman the amazing school that it is.

I'd like to begin by wishing you all a very happy Easter. In case you think this is late, as Easter
Day was two weeks ago, it isn't. The Easter season lasts for fifty days, and in different ways we
are celebrating Easter throughout the season, not just on Easter Day itself. The great message of
Easter is that Jesus is risen and for Christians, this is true every day of our lives.
We begin this new term as a newly named Archbishop Temple Trust, taking our name from
someone who in his lifetime campaigned fearlessly for church schools and for the rights of people
to live according to their faith. The impact of Archbishop Temple's work is still felt and enjoyed
by us today and we have much to be thankful for in the legacy he left us.
So, lots of new beginnings as we look to our new term and I hope you continue to enjoy being part
of this wonderful trust family.
With very best wishes
Canon Chris Bracegirdle

Chair of Trustees

