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Reception       

Substantive 
Knowledge  

Can ask questions about the 
world and enjoys looking at 
maps 

Recognise some similarities and 
differences between life in this 
country and life in other 
countries 

Recognise some similarities and 
differences between life in this 
country and life in other 
countries 

Know some similarities and 
differences between the natural 
world around them and 
contrasting environments, 
drawing on their experiences 
and what has been read in 
class 

Can ask questions about the 
world and enjoys looking at 
maps 

Know some similarities and 
differences between the natural 
world around them and 
contrasting environments, 
drawing on their experiences 
and what has been read in 
class 

Procedural 
Knowledge 

• Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants. 
• Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter. 

KS1 Cycle A Bolton/Chembakolli England & Brazil 

Substantive 
Knowledge  

•  •  

Procedural 
Knowledge 

• use world maps and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries (India), continents (all) and oceans (Indian & Atlantic) studied. 
• use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West to describe the location of features and routes on a map. 
• use aerial photographs; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key. 
use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features. 
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KS1 Cycle A The Alps Blackpool 

Substantive 
Knowledge  

 •  

Procedural 
Knowledge 

• Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, (France, Italy, Switzerland, Germany & Brazil) continents (all) and oceans (all) studied. 
• Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a 

map. 
• Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key  
• Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment. 

LKS2 Cycle A U.K. & European Landmarks Antarctica 

Substantive 
Knowledge  

•  •  

Procedural 
Knowledge 

• Use maps, atlases and globes to locate countries and describe features studied (Mexico, Italy, France, Germany, Switzerland, Republic of Ireland). 
• Use the four points of a compass, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world. 
• Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps. 

LKS2 Cycle B Mexico Rainforests 

Substantive 
Knowledge  

•  •  

Procedural 
Knowledge 

• Use maps, atlases and globes to locate countries and describe features studied (Egypt, Peru, Ecuador). 
• Use the eight points of a compass, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world.  
• Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps and graphs. 

UKS2 Cycle A Italy Grand Canyon 

Substantive 
Knowledge  

•   
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Procedural 
Knowledge 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied (Italy, Columbia, Venezuela, Cameroon, Central African Republic & Indonesia)  
• Use the eight points of a compass and four figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world. 
• Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs.  

UKS2 Cycle B Natural Disasters Rivers 

Substantive 
Knowledge  

•  •  

Procedural 
Knowledge 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied (United States, Japan, Chile, Canada & Russia) 
• Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider 

world  
• Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 


